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Dear John & Pat,  

 

Histo rian Hours 

  ICE.  Thankfully the  ice  has now p assed , and  ve nture  outsid e  o f the  homes is no t so  
conce rning .  Due  to  the  ice , most o f my time  as Histo rian has b een sp ent at home  
working  in the  e vening  ho urs.  This month was a wond e rful, ye t p uzzling  month.  
The re  have  b een ove r 40 hours o f histo rian work d one  this month from ho me , 3 
hours o f Histo rian work d one  in O ffice  fo r a to tal o f ove r 43 hours. The re  have  b e en 4 
p hone  calls to  the  Histo rian this month.  

Activitie s o f the  Histo rian this month. 

1. This year is the  200th b irthd ay of my home .  This b roug ht to  mind  “What was life  
like  when my house  was b uilt?”  Eve rything  from land scap e  (Were  the  fie ld s 
fo re sts?  How d id  they trave l the  larg e  stones on Main Stree t?  How d id  they 
b uild  the  homes?  Who we re  the  b uild e rs?  I have  ‘reused ’ lumb er in my home  
from a b uild ing  that b urnt d own, whe re  d id  that lumb er come  from?  Who’s 
house  b urnt d own?  What o the r thing s o f the  p ast d id  they d o  in the  b eg inning s 
o f our Community that we  may have  fo rg o tten?  Crafts, food  sto rag e  (b e fore  
canning  and  fre ezing ? Etc.)   It has b een a wond e rful ye t d ifficult p ath to  fo llow.   

2. In the  early b eg inning s, the se  thing s were  no t writte n d own or record ed  much.  
The  thoug ht o f “Where  d id  the  Cunahunta Ind ians b ury the ir d ead ?” also  b eg an 
a whirl wind  of re search, even at “who” the  Cunahunta Ind ians were  comp rised  
o f.  Many d iffe rent sources have  many d iffe re nt answe rs.   As Histo rian, this 
q uestion and  its re search p roves b eyond  a d oub t that a Histo rians job  o f 
‘inte rp re ting  the  p ast’ and  find ing  the  facts in o rd e r to  d o  so , can b e  q uite  the  
d aunting  task.  Thankfully, I love  a g ood  myste ry.  

3. Diary transcrip tions continue .   O ne  thing  to  no te , p e op le  have  always 
comp lained  ab out the  p rice  o f eg g s.  That hasn’t chang ed  in 200 years.  

4. Learning  ab out g rants, and  teaching  myse lf the  b est way to  write  them for b est 
outcomes continues 

5. Transcrib ing  the  d iary’s also  b ring s in re searching  names mentioned , p laces 
mentioned  and  fo llowing  that histo ry and  trying  to  find  facts, remnants, e tc.  so  
that the  entire  p icture  is fo und  as b est as p ossib le .  

6. In reg ard s to  America 250.   Fund  raising  see ms to  b e  an issue  the se  d ays with 
the  lack o f b usine sse s on Main Stree t.  O the r ave nue s o f Fund  Raising  fo r the  



celebrations are being thought of by the Afton Historical Society, the Historian, 
and  the  D.A.R.  Ho p e fully this will exp and  and  o the r vo luntee rs will announce  
themse lves.   

7. A clock rep air p e rson fo r the  Town Clock at Hickory and  Doc fo r a re -d ed ication 
has b een roug h.   To  d ate , I have  only found  one  p e rson who  has the  knowled g e  
and  is willing , howe ve r this p e rson would  need  to  have  ap p roval from the  
Town/Villag e  O fficials to  p roceed .  

8. Inq uirie s have  b een p ut into  the  State  and  o the r avenues in o rd e r to  find  
information on how and  who  we  contact to  g e t the  monuments in the  cente r 
triang le  o f town re p aired .  The  b ronze  on the  monuments are  b eg inning  to  g e t 
b ronze  d isease , and  if they are  no t tend ed  to  p rop e rly and  p e rfectly soon, the  
b ronze  d isease  will b e  too  far to  save  the m.   To  d ate , all p eo p le  contacted  have  
no  clue  on how to  answer this q uestion.  The  fig ht to  save  the m and  g e t the m 
tend ed  p rop e rly will continue .  
 
 
Stay safe , stay healthy. 

Since re ly, Me l. Hag e r, Afto n Histo rian.  
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