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Dear John & Pat,  

I hop e  this find s you we ll.   The  last 2 months have  b e en a b it crazy with the  closing  o f 
the  b ooksto re .  Sched ule s have  b een wonky to  say the  least.  Howeve r, Histo rian 
work was still ab le  to  b e  d one  in the  mid nig ht hours from home  thankfully.  Due  to  
the  Bookstore  closing , many fo lks came  to  the  b ooksto re  sp ecifically to  find  out 
“Where  is the  Histo rian g o ing  now?”  It has b een ag ain shown that a g reat many 
p eop le  d o  no t know that the  Histo rian is a se p arate  entity from the  Histo rical Socie ty, 
and  those  that d o  know that d iffe rence , d o  no t know that the re  is an o ffice  fo r the  
Histo rian.  It was a uniq ue  p leasure  to  know that p eo p le  at le ast knew where  to  find  
me  at the  Bookstore , and  the re  is full d ed ication to  making  sure  that fo lks know 
where  the  Histo rian is now that the  b ooksto re  location has moved .  

Histo rian Hours 

  Since  my last re p ort, I have  sp ent 4 hours in the  o ffice .   The re  have  b een an 
ad d itional 17 hours o f Histo rian d utie s comp le ted  outsid e  o f the  Histo rian O ffice  fo r 
a to tal o f 21 hours.  

Afton Histo rical Socie ty 

 O ctob e r also  b roug ht the  finalization o f the  e xte rio r construction need s fo r the  Afton 
Histo rical Socie ty Roof to  ensure  that the  leaks were  rep aired  and  sealed  up .   The re  
was an ad d itional 13 hours d ed icated  to  ensuring  that exte rio r comp le tion.   In 
reg ard s to  the  Afton Histo rical Socie ty, the  Board  o f Directo rs are  still facing  the  need  
to  raise  money fo r the  inte rio r rep airs o f d amag e  caused  b y the  leaks that had  b e en 
running  into  the  inte rio r fo r years.  Because  o f the  inte rio r construction, the  Afton 
Histo rical Socie ty is g o ing  to  b e  op en only b y ap p ointment, and  only at time s whe re  
construction insid e  the  Afton Histo rical Socie ty is at a p o int whe re  the re  is no  safe ty 
conce rns to  g ue sts.   At this current p o int, d ue  to  the  time  re q uired  to  move  the  
Bookstore , inte rio r construction has no t b eg an ye t, b ut is in the  works to  b eg in so on.  
At this p o int in time , we  can only sp e culate  at what d amag e  we  may or may no t find  
within the  walls.    

Recent Activitie s o f the  Histo rian  

1. The  Election has b oosted  the  sale  o f the  America 250 Bump er Sticke rs.  
Ad d itional ite ms will b e  p osted  fo r sale  to  create  more  fund ing  fo r the  
America 250 fe stivitie s.  



2. A love ly visit was had  with a man who  g rew up  in the  house  that once  stood  
where  the  Afton Community Build ing  is now.   Plans to  mee t ag ain, multip le  
time s, to  ensure  that a ll information he  has ab out the  home , and  his 
knowled g e  o f Afton at the  time , is re cord ed .  He  is g reatly looking  fo rward  to  
this end eavor as am I.   

3. The  end  of Novemb er also  b ring s the  renewal o f d ues fo r the  APHNYS.  I will 
b e  in contact with Sand y /  Ann reg ard ing  the se .  

4. I have  b eg un classe s on the  d ig italization o f d ocume nts.   The re  will b e  
eq uip ment that I will b e  d e siring  to  p urchase  fo r the  Histo rian’s O ffice  to  
facilitate  this e nd eavor.  

5. More  sto rie s from Patricia Staffo rd  have  b een record ed .  
6. Bolste r’s Barn Dance  re search has b eg un.  
7. Stree t name  chang es d atab ase  has b een created . 
8. O the r p ast re search ite ms continue  as information can b e  ob tained .  
9. There  is a current g litch with the  Faceb ook p ag e  as it will only allow me  to  

p ost with the  “O nly Me .” Privacy se tting  with no  op tio n to  chang e  the  p rivacy 
se tting  b ack to  p ub lic.    This has b een investig ated  and  all se tting s are  as 
they should  b e  fo r the  Faceb ook p ag e  to  p ost p ub licly.  This req uire s d ee p e r 
ne rd ing  and  will b e  p osting  ag ain ‘p ub licly’ as soon as the  issue  can b e  
found  and  fixed .  

10. I have  also  b eg an to  d e lve  into  the  g eo lo g ical histo ry o f Afton.  This p roved  
to  b e  a ve ry d eep  (p un inte nd ed ) re search p ro ject.   The  find ing  o f a she ll 
fossil fro m when our location was und e r wate r b eg an the  d esire  to  look at 
more  than just ‘p eop le  and  p laces’.   Histo ry o f our are a b eg an long  b e fore  
the  name  “Afton” was chosen.   

Contacts 

1. There  have  b een 4 e mails in O ctob e r 
2. No Faceb ook messag es fo r O ctob e r o r Novemb er.    
3. Bookstore  Walk-Ins fo r O ctob e r and  Novemb er  - 11 
4. 2 Phone  calls we re  had , one  in each month.  

As always, I see m to  fo rg e t some thing  that should  b e  in this re p ort.  Part o f my 
enjoyment ab out the  d ecision to  move  the  b ooksto re  and  g o  90% online  with it, is 
the  fact that I am much mo re  flexib le  and  can commit many more  hours to  the  
Histo rians O ffice  and  the  re search p ro jects.  I look fo rward  to  the  new chang es in life  
that this d ecision is b ring ing  fo rward .  

Since re ly, Me l. Hag e r, Afto n Histo rian.  
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