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PATRICK DEDMAN 
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Dear John & Pat,  

This month has b een a sad , ye t b usy month fo r the  Histo rian.   The  last remaining  
b uild ing s o f Be ttsb urg  have  come  d own, and  afte r ove r a century o f b e ing  in 
b usiness, Horton Hard ware  is closing  its d oors.  

Histo rian Hours 

  In the  month o f Ap ril, 2024, I have  sp e nt 14 hours in o ffice  with an ad d itional 13 
hours out o f o ffice  and  on location.   For a to tal o f 27 hours. 

Ad d itionally, on the  sid e , b ut ye t still p e rtaining  to  Afton’s Histo ry, I have  sp ent 25 
hours at the  Afton Histo rical Socie ty p rep aring  fo r Me morial Day we ekend  op ening , 
and  assisting  with the  yard  sale .  

Activitie s o f the  Histo rian this month. 

1.  The  comp ute r system is now comp le te ly se t up , and  I now have  a larg e  
scanne r/cop ie r/p rinte r that is wi-fi co mp atib le  to  b e  ab le  to  p re se rve  the  
larg e r d ocuments that time  is fad ing .  The  scanne r/co p ie r/p rinte r arrived  last 
week and  is g o ing  to  b e  a g rand  asse t to  ensuring  p re se rvation o f histo rical 
d ocuments.   

2. More  information has b een learned  reg ard ing  the  ste e l b rid g e .  De tails will 
b e  p ut out once  I fee l all accuracy has b een checked  and  more  d e tails to  
comp le te  the  sto ry are  found .  

3. Research into  Afton’s Post O ffice ’s continues.  Accuracy o f o ld  record s b e ing  
corrected  fo r accuracy.  

4. Extra larg e  scanne r/co p ie r/p rinte r arrived  and  is read y to  p re se rve  histo rical 
d ocuments in comp le te  without having  to  scan twice  and  p iece  to g e the r 
larg e  d ocuments. Actual full size  cop ie s can b e  mad e  now.  

5. Historian Web site  continue s to  b e  b uilt 
6. O n site  re search o f Be ttsb urg  
7. Collab orations with Glenn Wind sor to  p re se rve  histo rical asp e cts o f 

Be ttsb urg , includ ing , b ut no t limited  to : reb uild ing  the  last remaining  out 
house  in Afton, with p e riod  exact lumb er from Be ttsb urg  b uild ing s, which is 
time  p e riod  ways o f re p urp osing  lumb er that can b e  utilized , as at the  time , 
eve rything  was hand  hewn and  “waste  no t, want no t” was the  g oal.    

8. Research into  p re se rving  Horton Hard ware  histo ry at this critical time . 



9. Historical and  Histo rian Classe s to  imp rove  my ab ilitie s in the  job  o f Afton 
Histo rian Continue .   

10. America 250 is lacking  in vo luntee rs, b ut is still in fo rward  motion.   
11. Research into  Slic Chic, once  located  at 99 Main Stre e t. 
12. Eld e rs o f Afton still b e ing  soug ht out to  p e rhap s ce le b rate  in the  future .  

13. Storie s from Afton e ld e rs are  and  will continue  to  b e  record ed . 

Fun Fact:   The  home  of Jay Hag e r was once  owned  b y Harry Horton and  used  as 
his warehouse .  The  d ownstairs b athroom still shows sig ns o f this.   

Since re ly, Me l. Hag e r, Afto n HIsto rian.  
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