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TO: 

JOHN LAWRENCE 

Afton Town Sup e rvisor 

 

PATRICK DEDMAN 

Afton Villag e  Mayor 

 

Dear John & Pat,  

 

Histo rian Hours 

  In the  month o f De ce mb e r, 2024, I have  hap p ily sp e nt 9 hours b ack in the  o ffice  
afte r a larg e  b ooksto re  mo ve , with an ad d itional 19 hours out o f o ffice  and  on 
location.   For a to tal o f 28 hours.  

  Sep arate  from the  job  o f Histo rian, ye t acting  as the  Histo rian as p e r the  Histo rical 
Socie ty By-Laws, I also  sp e nt 3 hours at the  Afton Histo rical Socie ty this month, no te  
that I d o  no t count the  hours worked  at home  for the  Afton Histo rical Socie ty in my 
time  counts.   

Activitie s o f the  Histo rian this month. 

1. The  leg al sized  fire  safe  filing  cab ine t has arrived  at the  Histo rian’s o ffice  this 
month.  Sand y is working  on g e tting  the  items within it so rted  p rop e rly so  
that it can b e  utilized  fo r larg e r histo rical d ocume nts.  

2. It has b een d e te rmined  that Host Gator simp ly will no t work fo r the  d esire s o f 
the  Afton Histo rian.  A web site  that would  no t tie  into  o the r web site s is b e ing  
soug ht out that d oes no t includ e  the  ne ed  fo r Word  Pre ss.  Pro’s and  Con’s 
are  b e ing  we ig hed , and  the  ab ility to  ho ld  all the  content the  future  will ad d  
is a g reat consid e ration, p re fe rab ly without need ed  incurred  costs in the  
future .  

3. Research into  3 homes fo r community me mb ers this month.  
4. Research into  2 familie s fo r g enealog y   
5. Geog rap hical d ata is b e ing  soug ht afte r in re g ard s to  the  b eg inning s o f our 

land  and  how it was d ep osited  from the  ice  that once  cove red  our land .  
6. Beg an learning  how to  p rop e rly p re se rve  o ld  map s, as the  3 g iven to  me  are  

in d ire  need .   
7. The  thoug ht occurred  to  me :  Where  d id  the  Native  American’s b ury the ir 

d ead  in our area……  This is some thing  I d e finite ly want to  d e lve  into  in the  
future .  

8. 5 hours were  sp e nt in Che nang o  County re searching  what they may have  
reg ard ing  Afton and  learning  more  ab out how they keep  the  histo rical 
record s fo r re search p urp o ses.  



9. Anothe r source  was found  fo r ad d itional Histo rian training s to  b e tte r b e  ab le  to  
attend  to  my d utie s.  The  Socie ty o f American Archivists.  Me mb ership  was 
comp le ted .  

10. Comp le ted  “Archives Reco rd s 2018: Top  10 Tip s fo r First Timers” to  g e t my fe e t 
we t using  this new me mb e rship  o f the  SAA. 

11. Historical and  Histo rian Classe s to  imp rove  my ab ilitie s in the  job  o f Afton 
Histo rian Continue .   

12. America 250 is lacking  in vo luntee rs, b ut is still in fo rward  motion.   
13. Afton Ente rp rise  Newsp ap e r p re se rvation has b eg un with g e tting  the  

newsp ap e rs into  a climate  contro lled  area. Pre se rvation is the  next ste p . 
14. Contact to  New York State  Museums to  learn how to  b ecome  a Reg iste red  

Histo rian.  While  this canno t p ossib ly hap p en fo r at le ast ano the r 2 years d ue  to  
the ir g uid e lines, se tting  g o als fo r ones se lf is the  b est way to  achieve  the m.   

Ad mitted ly, Dece mb er he ld  more  p lanning  fo r the  future  than a typ ical month 
would , howeve r, without p lanning , stumb les hap p en, and  I p re fe r to  stumb le  le ss in 
2025.   

1 email co mmunications to  inb ox.  

Since re ly, Me l. Hag e r, Afto n Histo rian.  
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